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31 years strong

This year has been rewarding for OCLF despite pandemic challenges. 
Presently, Ghana, a country of 31 million, has less than 3,500 active 
cases of COVID-19 with 2.5% of Ghanaians fully vaccinated, a few 
librarians included. More vaccines will be arriving soon, we hope.  

OCLF now has nine freestanding libraries in the Greater Accra Region. 
Each one celebrates milestone anniversaries in their own style. Such 
events endorse each library’s important role in its community.  

In June, Mamprobi Library held its 20th anniversary. Staff and  
children, including past members, came. The head librarian ordered 
t-shirts for her staff to honour the occasion, and their MP, Accra’s
former mayor, graced the day with his presence and pledged support.

In November, the Accra College of Education Community Library turns 
10. I have already seen a detailed list of planned activities including
the much-anticipated annual reading competition.

Beyond our freestanding libraries, we have supported more than 200 
smaller initiatives. Two weeks ago, I heard from a librarian who  
attended our three-week lay librarian course in 2017. His library is still 
thriving. He wrote. “The children are now handling books in the right 
manner and are developing an interest in reading.” Very encouraging.

In August, our head librarians attended Ghana’s annual international 
book fair to purchase books that best match their users’ needs. We 
also give funds to buy senior high school and tertiary textbooks. At 
exam times there is a tremendous demand for such books. 

Nima Centre’s Martin Adjei Legend is on the home stretch in writing 
his novel Thin and Thick. It is a story that many Ghanaians will relate 
to -- a young girl from the north travels to the capital to pursue her 
dreams but meets reality. We are eagerly awaiting its publication.

I am thankful that the Ghanaian board of Osu Library Fund, our sister 
charity with a shared mandate, has taken a strong leadersip role.  
The Board recently hired a talented young library coordinator, an  
encouraging step to enhance our sustainability.

Your ongoing interest, encouragement and financial support are 
greatly appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

Kathy Knowles

Osu Children’s Library Fund
90 Albert St.*, Winnipeg 

MB Canada R3B 1G2 
* new address in 2020

kknowles@mts.net
(204) 488 6633

OCLF’s Vision Statement:
To bring books and the joy of reading 

to all African children.

Canadian volunteers continue to assist with accounts, 
correspondence, and OCLF publications. Ghanaian  
volunteers help in a variety of ways. Board members, 
both in Canada and in Ghana, give freely of their time.

A Cambridge graduate

    Thank you for your encouragement and for sharing 
    our journey. Your support allows OCLF to meet its    
    goals and expand its horizons.  

Donations can be made in different ways: 

1. A cheque mailed to OCLF’s Winnipeg address
2. Online giving through CanadaHelps.org
3. Gifts of securities (contact kknowles@mts.net)
4. Bequests and In Memoriam gifts
5. Points to Aeroplan Member Donation Program

Valued volunteers 

Since 2006, OCLF has given 1,596 bags to deserving 
children and adult literacy students. They include eight 
Ghanaian books, a towel, and a bar of soap in a Joy of 
Reading bag. They can be sponsored for CDN $50. 

Donors make it possible

Vinolia Asante, wearing OCLF’s cloth,  
is a valued cleaner at our Madina Library. 

She returned from maternity leave in June.

Sharing the Joy of Reading since 1990

Last week, out of the blue, Charles Prempeh, a former 
resident of Maamobi, a deprived community within  
Accra where OCLF has built two libraries (1998/2006), 
contacted Kathy. He had just graduated with a  
doctorate from Cambridge University, UK. 

He wrote, “I personally benefited from many of the 
books that filled the shelves in the library. Given that I 
was reading Euro-American histories, as part of my  
undergraduate programme as an African Studies 
student, I read history books that were readily  
available in the library. This certainly gave me an  
advantage over most of my colleagues. Also, I read lots 
of (auto)biographical works, including the venerable 
Nelson Mandela and Mahatma Gandhi. Gandhi’s  
narratives captured my imagination and shaped my 
own philosophies of life.” He is returning home soon.

 My own book!

OCLF recognizes the importance of culturally relevant, 
easy-to-read board books for little ones in their own 
language. Ishmael was delighted to receive his copy of 
Ishmael featuring photos of him as a toddler. 

He and his family live in a fishing village one hour from 
Accra. His mother takes charge of their village library, 
one of six OCLF-sponsored mini-libraries. Twice a week 
60 children gather outside to read and listen to stories.

Charles Prempeh graduates from Cambridge this month.
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A happy recipient with his own library-in-a-bag

Library-in-a-bag gifts
EX-221121-38



News from Martin Legend, Nima Centre’s Theatre Director: 
“The theatre program has created and continues to create an 
avenue for children and young adults to polish their talents in the 
fields of acting and dancing. In doing so, our members escape the 
tantrum of drugs and other menaces found in our community.

The Centre offers support to groups creating programs to promote 
education and enhance development, and the upper study level 
provides a conducive environment for learning. A total blessing.”

Promising research 
Enoch Okutu is the manager for OCLF’s mini-library  
outreach that extends to six fishing villages. 
 

He writes, “It has been an amazing experience. The 
project has brought so much change in the lives of the 
particpants and continues to highlight the essence of 
making books a core activity in bringing up a child.  
As we focus on building a better future for these kids 
we need to also involve the various stakeholders in  
the participating communities and the district. This,  
I think, is the only sure way of sustaining the project.‘’

Enoch is also conducting an exciting research project 
to determine whether the free distribution of OCLF-
published board books for babies will improve family 
planning attendance in public health settings.

He writes, “The research project has gone a long way 
to positively affect the attendance of mothers who 
visit child vaccination centers and family planning  
clinics. The nurses notice that the mothers are now 
taking better care of their vaccination and weighing 
cards in addition to their new baby books.” 

Pursuing our mission

Musicians Without Borders, a German-based volunteer group, 
continues to offer music lessons online at our Korle Gonno Library. 
Everyone is anxious to return to in-person teaching, COVID  
permitting, and to extend opportunities for live performances. 

Irene Togobo, staff teacher/librarian with a music background 
writes, “We are using my cellphone. We now have 1 guitar, 1 cello, 
1 bassoon, 2 clarinets, 3 violins and 3 recorder players. We are 
grateful for such an environment to nurture such talents.”

New library coordinator

Winifred writes, “The challenge of taking a leadership 
role as a young woman can be daunting. The library 
environment premised on the adage, “Sharing the  
Joy of Reading” has been a great inspiration. 
 

My role includes visiting nine libraries, receiving and 
evaluating monthly budgets, reviewing statistics and 
biometric clock attendance records, planning head  
librarian meetings, encouraging creative outreach 
ideas and staff participation, attending school  
outreach programs and theatre rehearsals, reviewing 
literacy programs, and evaluating the state of libraries  
among others.

Maa and Me, OCLF’s newly-published board book, will be  
distributed at family planning clinics as part of an OCLF-sponsored 
research project with copies also given to our libraries. This title, 
one of four photo-based books in mother tongue (Dangme & 
English), features daily activities shared by a grandmother and her  
granddaughter in their salt-mining village.

More dual language board books are planned. The next in the 
series will be about a boy and his grandfather, a fisherman. 

A children’s word book for Ghana

Kathy Knowles and Toby Newsome, an award-winning South  
African illustrator, are working together to create a 700-word  
Ghana-centric children’s word book. Terminology will reflect  
common usage in Ghana. For example, in Ghana the yellow plastic  
containers seen in the foreground are called gallons. They are 
used to carry and store water when water is scarce, an all-too-
common occurrence in Ghana. They originally held cooking oil.

If you would like to receive Kathy’s reports, please let 
us know. These are sent out by email following her 
twice-yearly trips to Ghana.

Words from library users

Winifred Obeng Kyeremeh (red sweater) with librarians

Trip reports

“The subjects I like best are Mathematics and Science. 
My role model is Sir Isaac Newton.” Evans, 17 

“At weekends I mine salt at the lagoon and sometimes 
I go to the farm. I have a short time to come to the 
library but I love the place and also love reading.” 
Okutu, 15 
 

“The secret in life is reading. Books are my best 
friends. They stay deep in your heart.” Regina 15 
 

“My favourite book in the library is “Fly, Eagle, Fly.”  It 
taught me about life ... that we are made for freedom 
and laughter and goodness and love...” Rosemary, 13

The Kathy Knowles Community Library, Osu, ran its annual  
vacation Reading Clinic, and 50 children came. They learned to 
write their names in hieroglyphics (picture left) and wrote stories.

Below is an excerpt from Pearl’s My Wish story:
“My uncle is a nurse. He likes to help people who are sick. He even 
helps me. He is always happy with his work. My wish is to become 
a nurse so that I can also help people who need my services. My 
prayer is God should help me to achieve my dream.”

Enoch’s enthusiasm for Sharing the Joy of Reading  
is always evident. He is the perfect role model for lay 
librarians in charge of their own mini-libraries.


